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A partnership between
EDF Archipel Guade-
loupe, which produces
electricity on the island,
and the Collectivity was
signed in mid-January.
The goal was to help
Saint Barth kick start
energy management
projects on the island.

“The principal project that
we are focusing on now
relates to public lighting,”
explains Sophie Oliveaud,
director of technical serv-
ices for the Collectivity.
Our goal, over time, is to
reduce by half the energy
used by the Collectivity in
this area.” An installation
using LEDs (light emit-
ting diodes) was tested in
Gustavia, near the Ti
Zouk K’fé. It was consid-
ered acceptable and this
kind of lighting should be
installed on all the streets
of Gustavia by the close
of 2011.
To retrofit urban lighting
in order to reduce energy
consumption, and as con-
sequence, electric bills: a
question of scale. The first
large project meets this
need: “The tennis club
will be retrofitted with

low-energy lighting on
two levels: the first for
training, the other for
competition,” explains
Oliveaud. The work,
which comprises chang-
ing all of existing equip-
ment, will cost 100,000
euros, but should repre-
sent 70% energy conser-
vation. 

Major Investments 
While everyone believes
we must reduce green-
house gases, and therefore
reduce the use of fossil
fuels, the implementation
of new energy programs

is not always easy, espe-
cially if you are on an
island:  “We are on a very

small island and do not
have the same facilities as
cities in France, or even
Guadeloupe,” responds
Oliveaud. “Here, we have
to take into consideration
the cost of transport for
the new equipment and
the problem of what to do
with the old systems.”
Even so, the Collectivity
is ready to consider proj-
ects that favor alternative
energy sources: “Solar
panels on the roofs of all
public buildings, why
not? We are not opposed,”
declared Bruno Magras,
as he signed the agree-
ment with the EDF.

An Energy Conservation Agreement 

A state of natural disaster
has been recognized for
Saint Barth and Saint
Martin in relation to the
damage caused by hurri-
cane Otto, which hit the
island in October
2010.  The storm passed
within 7000km north of
our shores causing an
exceptional amount of
rain, “something that hap-
pens once every 20 years,
according to Météo
France. In four days, from
October 4-8, over 14
inches of rain were
recorded in Gustavia
Lorient, and Flamands.
This kind of accumula-
tions had not been seen
since 1999 since hurri-
cane Lenny, and caused
flooding in parts of Grand

Cul de Sac, Saint Jean,
and, more importantly,
Saline, which was cut off
from the rest of the island
and remained under water
for a few days. 

An official decree should
be published shortly in the
“Journal Officiel” of
French Republic. This
will allow people with the
proper insurance and who
suffered damage to their
home, car, or business, to
file claims once the state
of natural catastrophe is
declared and published in
the “Journal Officiel.”
Victims have 10 days to
declare their damage to
their insurance company,
or 30 days for the loss of
business. 

Yvan Delmas, regional director of EDF Archipel Guade-
loupe and Bruno Magras, president of the Collectivity,
signed a public energy conservation agreement.

Hurricane Otto: Natural Disaster
Declared For Saint Barth
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If an island’s soul lies with-
in its population, photogra-
pher Charley Ann Rhoads
has captured the soul of St
Barth in a series of black
and white images of the
island’s elders. A small por-
tion of her work has been
published in a paperback
book, “Les Vieux de St
Barts,” which Rhoads
describes as “A collection
of photographs depicting
the dignity of old age in the
descendants of the French
settlers on the island of St.
Barts.” The book is for sale
on the island at Clic and La
Case Aux Livres and avail-
able online at 
charleyannrhoads.com
Considering that Rhoads

has only been visiting the
island once a year for the
past six years with her
husband Henry, she has
done a great job at getting
to the soul of the island. “I
wanted to visit every
French speaking country
and island there was,” she
explains. When Lee The-
berge, the contractor for
Rhoads’ house on Orr’s
Island in Maine, kept talk-
ing about Saint Barth, she
decided she needed to
make a trip and see for
herself. 

First an artist, then a
French teacher, and most
recently a fine art photog-
rapher who still only

shoots with black and
white film (Kodak Tri-X
in her vintage Contax G2
camera and does her own
darkroom work), Rhoads
had the skills to meet her
subjects—some of the old-
est people in Saint Barth—
and take their portraits. “I
think you see the soul of
the person in black and
white photographs,” she
explains. “You aren’t dis-
tracted by the colors. I
photograph people, that’s
what I love to do.” 

Rhoads’ love affair with
the elders in Saint Barth
was triggered by a photo-
graph by Patrick
Demarchelier depicting
two older women in flow-
ered dresses and straw hats
sitting on a bed. “I was
leafing through the
glossies at the airport and
saw a lot of nudes, but
that’s not what I wanted to
do,” she admits. Then she
saw the photo by
Demarchelier: “That

image changed my life,”
Rhoads insists, adding that
she never could find
Demarchelier’s women as
they were most likely
models rather than
 residents. But the impact
of the image remains
 indelible.

Most of the portraits in the
book are of residents of
Flamands and Colombier,
including beautiful women
in their straw hats, and
such menfolk as Napoleon
Gréaux from the St Helene
grocery store and Jean
Magras from the
Pigeoniere. “I like the true
grit of these people,” says
Rhoads, who on her current
visit to the island has been
photographing the grand-
children, or nieces and
nephews of the people in
the book, capturing the soul
of the next generations for
posterity as well. 

Ellen Lampert-Gréaux
Photo: Rosemond Gréaux

CHARLEY ANN RHOADS

CAPTURING THE SOUL OF ST BARTH





French lawyer Pierre
Kirscher was the guest
speaker at the February 17,
2001 meeting of the Saint
Barth International Property
Owners Association meet-
ing, held at K’fe Massai. A
large crowd gathered to
hear Kirscher speak on the
subject of property owner-
ship and taxation on the
island, topics of interest to
many. He began by stating
that “getting accurate infor-
mation” is of upmost impor-
tance, before sharing the
news that the island is plan-
ning to install 80 video sur-
veillance cameras: “Things
may be a little less safe than
they once were,” he noted,
pointing out that the cam-
eras will be at the port and
airport, in Gustavia, and
hopefully in every neigh-
borhood. “This should help
the gendarmes do their job,”
he added. 

Kirscher spoke to the
upcoming change of Saint
Barth’s status within the EC
to a PTOM on January 1,
2012, stating, “this will not
change anything in terms of
taxes for homeowners as
taxes are not decided on a
local level.” The lawyer
then addressed the differ-
ences in owning a property
outright as compared to a
company, usually a French

SCI, or property holding
company in which the own-
ers hold shares. “A SCI is a
smart way to avoid French
inheritance tax,” Kirscher
explained. “If you have an
SCI your assets are not
French real estate but shares
in a company that owns the
real estate. If you own it
outright, it is very difficult
to leave it to your children
without taxes.” He also sug-
gested having an American

company as well, for as
much flexibility as possible.

“There is however a new
trend,” he indicated. “As
there is a gift tax on the
island, and many of the
locals own land that is
very valuable and want to
leave it to their children or
grandchildren, a new rule

was enacted mainly for the
locals, but the same rules
apply to all nationalities
on the island.” This new
ruling allows gifting of
land or a home without tax
as long as the person
receiving the gift officially
agrees not to sell it within
10 years. “You can do this
as long as the beneficiary
is in the family and does-
n’t sell for 10 years.” He
also pointed out there are

no “trusts” under French
law, as there are in the US,
for example.

Kirscher also touched
briefly on French labor
laws, strongly advising the
international home owners
to be sure they are hiring
independent contractors
who are legally set up to
do business that way, and
that these contractors have
to have more than one
client at the same time (a
comment that raised a few
eyebrows). “French labor
laws are designed to favor
the employee,” Kirscher
warned, noting that if
someone works solely for
one client, they are consid-
ered an “employee” rather
than an “independent con-
tractor.” 

The final subject was the
question of being a “fiscal
resident” on the island and
the five-year waiting peri-
od before that status kicks
in for non-natives. David
Graham suggested that
such a rule be applied only
to French people but that
wealthy individuals from
other countries be allowed
to become residents with-
out the five year period,
during which they would
be subject to French taxa-
tion on their worldwide
income (another eyebrow
raiser!). “The rule was
established to avoid tax
evasion on the part of rich
French taxpayers who
might move to Saint Barth
tomorrow if it were a tax
haven,” explained
 Kirscher. 

He concluded by explaining
that monies from capital
gains tax on real estate
(25% for the first five years
of ownership then annual
reductions to nothing at the
end of 15 years) now go to
Guadeloupe for processing,
but since the island became
a COM, the funds return to
Saint Barth, and along with
import duties, represent a
large part of the island’s
means of financial  stability. 

What would happen in
2012 if a socialist or com-
munist president were
elected in France? “They
couldn’t change the laws
without having a public
referendum here,” Kirsch-
er pointed out. “And we
know how the population
would vote, considering
that over 80% voted for
the change to a COM.”
Barring unforeseen
changes, it seems the sta-
tus quo will be maintained.
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Pierre Kirscher Addresses SBIPOA

French lawyer Pierre Kirscher (left) with SBIPOA
 president Larry O'Donnell





A popular figure on the
scene in the Port of Gus-
tavia for decades, skipper
D. Randy West has turned
his talent to writing and
come up with “«The Hur-
ricane Book: A Sailing
Captain’s Memoirs,» a
compendium of anecdotes
recounting his survival of
the 18 hurricanes in his
life (so far). From child-
hood memories through
harrowing trips at sea,
through raging island
storms in the Caribbean,
Bermuda, and Hawaii to
history-making hurricanes
in Europe he ask the
daunting question: are
these things following him
around?

A professional sailor,
yacht captain, and surfer,
West takes us on a journey
through the hurricanes he
has experienced —includ-
ing the first hurricane in
France in over a hundred
years— sharing with read-
ers how dangerous, excit-
ing and extraordinary this
force of nature can be.

A great storyteller, West
had long been regaling his

friends with his hurricane
tales: “Everyone kept say-
ing you should write a
book,” he said last week at
a book signing at Les Arti-
sans. So he did, and it’s a
great read.

Excerpt from The Hurri-
cane Book (hurricane
Lenny, 1999): 
Upon arriving to St. Barth
that evening, I went to the
North Side of the island
and Baie du St. Jean. My
mooring there was still in
place. Driving my jeep
over to Gustavia, I noticed
light damage to home and

roof. One yacht that had
stayed there was now half
in, half out of the water
beside Rock Dock. The
sea wall was gone and
there were stones all
across the road. Water in
the garages had been about
three feet above normal as
there was sand and shell
inside a refrigerator that
was stored there. And the
storm stories, they were
something to hear.

In St. Barth, the wave
height in the harbor had
peaked at sixteen feet… in
the harbor. A friend of

mine, Nannard, had seen
waves breaking over the
islets of Gros Islet, and the
islets are ten meters high.
Luckily for St. Barth there
is not much on the lee side
of the island except for
Shell Beach, which was
gone, and the bay at
Colombier and the estate
dock of the Rocke-
fellers….

What was left of the beach
was not sand but seaweed,
stone, sponges, corals,
about a million baby
conch, and get this, 22 sets
of snorkeling gear. Bare
boaters must have for
years been losing a fin or
snorkel or two, and not
having the gumption to
dive for them, had left
them for old Davey Jones.
I got them instead.

“The Hurricane Book: A
Sailing Captain’s Memoirs”
is available for sale online at
Amazon.com (and for Kin-
dle) and in Saint Barth at
Black Swan and Case aux
Livres in Gustavia. 

Ellen Lampert-Gréaux
Photo: Rosemond Gréaux
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WRITING UP A STORM

The Hurricane Book by D. Randy West

Author/sailor Randy West (right) with sailor Luc Poupon
at The Port of Gustavia

Stay in touch 
WHEREVER YOU ARE EVERY FRIDAY AT

www.stbarthweekly.com
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Hôtel Baie des Anges • Flamands • 0590 27 63 61

Michel and his staff are 

happy to welcome you to their 

pool-side restaurant for lunch & dinner.   

Lobsters Fresh From The Tank
100 g for 6,50 euros.  

The Carré d’Or in Gus-
tavia  looked as if it was
under siege last Wednesday
morning, February 16, with
a blanket of thick black
smoke. The culprit was an
air-conditioner that caught
fire at approximately 9am
in the passage that leads
from the offices of the
Hermes boutique toward

Tom Food’s warehouse. In
spite of the heavy smoke,
there were no victims
reported. The people on
the upper level and staff
from nearby stores were
evacuated from the area. It
took several hours for the
firemen to completely
extinguish the fire.
Photo : Edmund Gudenas

BLACK SMOKE IN GUSTAVIA : 
AIR-CONDITIONER ON FIRE Villa RVD 

Villa EVE

Villa IKU

Beautifully designed 3-bedroom retreat offering
impeccable privacy including 1-bedroom self-
contained villa in a breathtaking setting. 2 pools.

€ 2,900,000

Overlooking the ocean and St Jean Beach, this two
bedroom villa with pool offers a dramatic 180°
ocean view and is surrounded by luxurious greenery.

€ 2,990,000

Unique 1-bedroom property with pool in a pure
Japanese style located on a 1.7-acre parcel in Mont
Jean, benefitting from direct access to the waters.
Amazing views of Marigot Bay. € 4,500,000

Sibarth Real Estate
Tel: (+ 590) 590.29.88.91
estates@sibarthrealestate.com

www.sibarthrealestate.com
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Photos : Rosemond Gréaux
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1. (left to right) Sally Theberge, Jean-Luc Sibilley, Melissa
Green, and Lee Theberge at Entre Deux
2. (left to right) Andrew, MaryLou, Jenny, David, Charlie,
John, Jeff, and Kitty at Le Select
3. Event planner Melanie Smith with W-boat owner Donald
Tofias at Les Artisans
4. Jackie and Dan pose in front of Alain Le Chatelier's 
paintings at Les Artisans
5. (left to right) Ellen Lampert-Gréaux, jeweler Ross
 Coppelman, Francine and Paul Levy, and Susan  Coppelman
at K'fe Massai





Live Music
�  Daily at noon
DJ Yo One Sutter at restau-
rant La Plage, St Jean
� Every Friday & Saturday 
After Work, live music, from
6-9pm at La Plage, St Jean
�  Every evening 
FB Julian resident DJ at

Kubbicle in London, from
6pm at 88, Carré d’Or, 
� Through March 5 
Work of Art, Live Music from
9pm to  midnight, Bete A
Z’Ailes, Gustavia
� Every Thursday 
- Live Music with Christian
from 7pm at Taino,
Christopher Hotel
- Spectacle Fire Show around
a wood-burning BBQ, Nikki
Beach, Saint Jean
- Soley, the best of flamenco
into accoustic from 7pm at 
La Banane, Lorient

� Thursday February 24
Pimp & Ho’S by DJ Frank N
@ Ti St Barth, Pointe Milou
� Friday February 25
- Stéphane Canot, from 5pm
at Carl Gustaf Hotel
� Saturday February 26
- Live Music with Soley for
Sunset & Dinner, at Do
Brazil, Gustavia
� Sunday February 27
- Live music with Yo One
from 1:30pm at La plage
- Session DJ from 1pm at
Nikki Beach, Saint-Jean
� Tuesday, February 28
- Cabaret performance with
show girls at Ti St Barth,
Pointe Milou
- Live Music with Soley from

6pm, at Do Brazil, Gustavia
� Wednesday March 1st
- Happy Hours with DJ
Patris Gero from 7pm at Le
Bistrot, Gustavia
- Soley, the best of flamenco
into accoustic from 7pm at
Bar de L’Oubli, Gustavia

Let’s Party
� Every Tuesday
- Cabaret Performance with
show girls at Ti St Barth,
Pointe Milou
� Every Thursday
Baywatch night with
Resident DJ James Kentaro
at Yacht Club, Gustavia
� Thursday February 24
- St Barth House Mafia with
DJs Julien Roussel, and
Nono on Drums, at The
Strand Supper Club,
Gustavia
� Friday, February 25
- DJ James Kentaro, Yacht
Club, Gustavia
- Fairies Evening, Strand
Supper Club, Gustavia
� Sunday, February 27
Casa Nikki Forever at Strand
Supper Club, Gustavia
� Monday February 28
- Everything is Good, Music
by Julien Roussel & Brooke
Johnston at The Strand
Supper Club, Gustavia
� Thursday Mars 1st
Power Flower at The Strand
Supper Club, Gustavia

Fashion Show 
� Daily Fashion Shows
- Fashion Show: every lunch
& dinner, La Plage, St Jean
- Fashion Show from the
Poupette boutique, from
1:00pm at Tamarin, Saline.
- at 9:00pm Fashion show at
Ti St Barth except Sunday
� Every Tuesday

6:30pm: Fashion show by
the pool, from the boutique
at the Isle de France
� Every Saturday
8 :00pm: Fashion show by the
pool, from the boutique Linde
gallery at Taino Restaurant,
Christopher Hotel 
� Friday February 25
- Fashion show by Caravan
boutique, 2pm @ Nikki
Beach, Saint Jean
� Saturday, February 26
Fashion show by Marina 
boutique, 2pm @ Nikki
Beach, Saint Jean
� Sunday, February 27
Fashion show by Pain de
Sucre boutique, 2pm @ Nikki
Beach, Saint Jean

Exhibitions
� Through February 28
Raimundo Figueroa
presented by to b.art
Elisa Bally Showroom
Cour Vendome, 2nd floor,
Gustavia

� Through March 8
Dominique Rousserie, Peter
Gurnz, Marco Glaviano,
Marco Cella, Paolo Rossini,
Philippe Pasqua at
TomBeachArtStudio, St Jean
� Through March 30
Patrick Varachez, Bar du
Village Saint Jean
� Throught February 28
Nicole Etienne : Bare at Eden
Rock Gallery, Saint Jean
� Permanent Exhibits
- Alain le Chatelier, Les
Artisans, Gustavia
- Works by Cyrille Margarit,
Nikki Beach, St Jean
- Photography by Wolfgang
Ludes, Jean-Philippe Piter,
Antoine Verglas at Clic
Bookstore and Gallery,

Where to go dancing? See an art exhibit?  Listen to live music? 
Time Out keeps you up to date on local happenings. Let’s party ! 

TIME OUT
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

� Sunday February 27
Pool Party at Guanahani
Hôtel & Spa from 12pm to
6pm with the Famous DJ
Cut Killer.

� Saturday February 26
The Famous Dj Cut Killer
from 11pm at Yacht Club,
Gustavia

� Friday March 4 between
6-8pm
Vernissage with landscape
artist Ulf Nordfjell outdoor
collection and new book
Swedish Design Center,
Gustavia.

Special Events
� Classical Music Festival:
Caribbean Nights
- Thursday, February 24
at 8pm, Anglican Church
From Baroque to Today:
the most beautiful musical
numbers
Tickets at the tourist office
or online at 
www.nuits-caraibes.com

� PRE-CARNIVAL
PARADES
Saturday, February 26 :
The pre-Carnival parade
organized by La Pointe en
Mouvement will take place
on Saturday, February 26
with the theme «Mas-a-
Zonbi» Meet Rue de la
Paix in Gustavia (behind
the Treasury), on Saturday
for a 6pm sharp start. 

Sunday, February 27 :
The pre-Carnival parade
organized by La Pointe en
Mouvement will take place
on Sunday, February 27
with the theme «Mas-a-
Latè». Meet Rue de la Paix
in Gustavia (behind the
Treasury), on Saturday for
a 6pm sharp start. 
P.S: Drivers of all vehicles
are asked to drive slowly
and carefully, with respect
for those who are marching
through the streets.
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� At your services

Published by
"Le Journal de Saint-Barth" 

ISSN-1766-9278
Ph. : 05.90.27.65.19

stba r thweek ly@wanadoo . f r  
Director & layout : Avigaël Haddad 
Chief Editor: Pierrette Guiraute, 

English texts & Translations : Ellen Lampert Greaux - 
Advertising : 

Avigaël 0690 547 624 - Nabil 0690 770 070
Photos : Rosemond Gréaux - Impression : Daily Herald

� Puzzle
There's no math involved. The grid has numbers, but
nothing has to add up to anything else. You solve the
puzzle with reasoning  and logic. It's fun. It's challeng-
ing. It's addictive!“Fill in the grid so that every row,
every column, and every 3x3 box  contains the digits 1
through 9."That's all there is to it. 

www.sudokustar.fr

Solution
Check
the solutions 

Private event Planner: 
dinner, cocktail, birthday party, etc 

at your villa or yacht.

Contact nelly at 0690 61 85 77
or email

nelly.roussel@hotmail.com

Friday 
Scattered Clouds
High: 80° F
Wind E 11mph 
Night : Clear
Low: 75° F
Wind ENE 10mph 

Saturday 
Scattered Clouds
High: 80° F
Wind E 13mph 
Night : Clear
Low: 75° F
Wind ENE 9mph 

Sunday 
Scattered Clouds
High: 80° F 
Wind ENE  11mph 
Night : Scattered Clouds
Low: 74° F
Wind NE 9mph

Monday
Scattered Clouds
High: 80° F
Wind ENE 13mph
Night : Scattered Clouds
Low: 75° F
Wind E 10mph

� Local Weather



� Classified ads
Looking for...
You’re looking for
someone you can count
on for your villa. I am
reliable discrete and
handworking. 
Contact me for your
villa managament and
upkeeping.
cc.sbh@orange.fr 
Cell.  06 90 54 48 82

Real Estate
For Sale, A charming vil-
la recently refurbished,
composed of a master
bedroom and two bed-
rooms for children. Situ-
ated on the hillside of St
Jean, the villa offers a
very pleasant living-
room which opens onto
the swimming-pool.
St Barth Properties 

Sotheby’s International
Realty : 0590 29 75 05
For Sale, a property in
Corossol comprised of a
main house with two
bedrooms, and a terrace
with a pool and two sep-
arate buildings that can
be used either as studios
or for storage, and an
office. Good investment
opportunity for those
looking to receive
income from separated
rental units.
St Barth Properties 
Sotheby’s International
Realty : 0590 29 75 05

Private sale of four-
 bedroom home in Marig-
ot, large deck, ocean
views. e-mail :
m.toupet@orange.fr

Rescue At Sea 05 90 27 57 58/ 06 90 64 08 07 
Gendarmerie 05 90 27 11 70
Hospital 05 90 27 60 35
Fire dept. 18 / 05 90 27 66 13
Doctor on call 05 90 90 13 13
Pharmacy Airport  05 90 27 66 61

Gustavia 05 90 27 61 82
Saint Jean 05 90 29 02 12

Tourism office 05 90 27 87 27

Harbour 05 90 27 66 97

Boat company Voyager 05 90 87 10 68

Airlines company Winair 05 90 27 61 01

St-Barth Commuter 05 90 27 54 54

Air Caraïbes 05 90 27 71 90

American Airlines 00 599 54 52040

Taxis Gustavia 05 90 27 66 31

Saint-Jean 05 90 27 75 81

Town Hall 05 90 29 80 40

EDF (electricity company office) 05 90 29 80 81

Water system  05 90 27 60 33

Marine Reserve 06 90 31 70 73

Catholic church Sunday 8:30am Gustavia 05 90 27 95 38

Anglican church Sunday 9am.  05 90 29 74 63

Evangelical church  Gustavia Sunday 9am

� Emergency numbers

� Useful numbers
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