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The harbor in Saint
Barthélemy is still full!
After the yachts of the
Bucket set sail for other
shores, the sailboats for
Les Voiles de Saint Barth
started arriving as of last
week. With its third edi-
tion now through April 7,
Les Voiles is a different
kind of event than the
Bucket with its magnifi-
cent fleet of boats over
100’. Les Voiles is more

of a real nautical compe-
tition for boats of all
sizes, while at the same
time trying to maintain
the conviviality of the
event. Serious racing on
the water and festivities
for everyone on the dock:
that could be the formula
prescribed by François
Tolède, who co-orga-
nizes the event with Luc
Poupon, now under the
banner of TP Sail Events.

This year, Les Voiles de
Saint-Barth hopes to con-
firm its reputation as a
world-class regatta. 

The success of the first
two years has sharpened
the expectations of skip-
pers and owners from
around the world. Peter
Holmberg, Olympic
medalist, specialist of
Match Racing, and
Americas Cup skipper, is
from the Virgin Islands.
He and his friends from
the Caribbean Sailing
Association are good
ambassadors for Les
Voiles, placing it along-
side the RORC 600 in
Antigua and the
Heineken Regatta in
nearby Saint Martin, as
one of the top Caribbean
races. And the waters
around Saint Barthélemy
are a great place to race.
“Sun, azure waters,
strong swells thanks to
the trade winds, and a
different landscape every
time you tack,” enthuses

skipper Ken Read, who
participated in the first
two editions of Les
Voiles. 

Les Voiles has attracted
no less than 65 boats this
year, but does not want
the event to get too much
bigger due to the limited
capacity of the Port of
Gustavia. This year the
boats are divided into six
classes (see below), from
veritable gems such as
Dorade, a venerable yawl
that won the Transat-
lantic in 1931, or Med
Spirit, a high-tech, high-
speed carbon-fiber beau-
ty. The boats will race on
27 different courses
according to category,
with a starting line
between Gros Ilet and the
point of Colombier. The
starts will be filmed via a
webcam placed at Fort
Oscar and transmitted
online on Les Voiles de
Saint-Barth website. And
the public is invited to
watch the race from an

WIND
IN theIr SAILS

Les Voiles de Saint-Barth hopes to relive the suc-
cess of their first two editions, with a blend of
high-level racing and conviviality
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The 65 boats in the third edi-
tion of Les Voiles de Saint-
Barth are divided into six
classes:  Maxi, 11 boats that
are prototypes or limited
series over 21 meters in
length; Classics, five period
or traditional yachts over 35
years of age; Spinnaker 1 &
2, 37 single-hull specialized
racing boats; Non Spinnaker,
nine boats racing with a
rating without spinnaker;
Multi-hulls, racing catama-
rans and trimarans from 30
to 60 feet in length. In addi-
tion to these five classes, the
new class this year is the IRC
52, with four boats in this
category this year. 

Among the classic yachts is
Cruinneag III, a handsome
McPherson-Campbell ketch
launched in 1936, which will
race against the yawl,
Dorade, which has cham-
pionship American sailor
Jamie Hilton at the helm.
Dorade was a revolutionary
yacht in its day, designed by
American architect Olin Ste-

phens and built at the Spark-
man and Stephens shipyard
at City Island, New York,
home to some of the most
beautiful yachts of the 20th
century. 
Also on tap is the anticipated
confrontation of the maxi
yachts, including Sojana,
Highland Breeze, and Nilaya,
as well as Firefly, a Hoek 115
yacht and the first F-class
racing yacht to be built in the
spirit of traditional sailboats,
and of course Rambler, which
won the past two years.
The other classes (spinnaker,
non-spinnaker, multi-hulls),
feature celebrated entries
such as: the Tripp 75, Black-
bird, the Carkeek 40, Deci-
sion; the X65 Karuba 5; and
the 63-ft trimaran Paradox
designed by architect Nigel
Irens. Not to be overlooked is
Phaedo, the lightest and
newest Gunboat by Peter
Johnstone. Phaedo is ancho-
red in Saint Barth in the win-
ter and was the winner of the
2011 New Year’s Eve
Regatta. 

EXCEPTIONAL BOATS DIVIDED INTO SIX CLASSES

�Class IRC 52
MAYHEM (52′) -POWER PLAY (52′) -VESPER
(52′) - HIGHLAND FLING XII (52′)

�MAXI
SELENE (80′) -BLACKBIRD (75′) -FIREFLY
(115′) -HIGHLAND BREEZE (112′) -IDEA
(78′) -WHISPER (78′) - RAMBLER 90 (90′) -
MED SPIRIT (92′) -NILAYA (112′) -SOJANA
(115′) -IRACUS (88′)

�CLASSIC
CRUINNEAG III (60′) -KATE (60′) -DORADE
(52′) -WHITE WINGS (76′) -MARIE DES ILES
(60′) 

� SPINNAKER 1 & 2
HIP HOP (40′) -THULA (39′) -ORMEAU  (47′) -
L’ILE (33′) -BIRINICE EXPRESS (31′) -GRA-
TEFULL RED (40′) -DEFIANCE (49′) -GRACE
(46,3′) -BLUEJAWS (35′) -BLACK HOLE (43′) -
SAIL-SATION (42′) -COSTA MESA (42′) -
MAELIA (34′)- PUFFY (45′) -LANCELOT/
BLANCHARD (31,7′)- KARUBA V (65′) -
ASSOCIATION TRISKELL ( 45′)- LEFORT
CLIM (24′) -SONADIO III  (40′)- SPIRIT OF
JUNO (65′) -HASSEBAS (63′)- MEREL FOUR
(53′) -AMBERSAIL (60′)- LAZY DOG (40′) -
COYOTE 2 (41′) -DECISION (40′)- NIX (60′) -
VOILES44 (40′) -Mr.WALKER (26′)- AFFI-
NITY (48′)- NORTHERN CHILD ( 51′) -
VISIOOPTIK (41′)-SPEEDY NEMO (34′) -
MADRUGADA (42′)- NO FEAR ENERGY -
SMILE AND WAVE - LOA:40′) -COYOTE 2
(40,7′)

�NON-SPINNAKER
JAGUARD (40′) -DIAMONDS Are Forever (37′)
-SHAMROCK VII (31′) -BOYSWILL BE BOYS
(44′) -BARTS MISCHIEF (44′)- WILD DEVIL
(35′) -ROMEO CHARLIE II (42′)- HIGH TEN-
SION (36′)- ALPHA CENTAURY (57′) 

�RACING MULTIHULL
RAYON VERT (50′) -DAUPHIN TELECOM
(50′) -PARADOX (63′) -PHAEDO (66′) -FIL-
DOU (40′)

outlook above Fort Oscar.
Each of the boats is equipped
with a tracking device to
transmit their movements via
the Internet, or on a giant
screen in the race village on
the dock. This village is open

to the public throughout the
weekend, and everyone is
invited to the closing night
party on Saturday, April 7,
which includes a fireworks
display.
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On the Saturday
of the St Barth
Bucket, Ingénu

Magras was at the helm

of a boat. But not one of
the racing yachts: Magras
is president of the local
branch of the SNSM, the
French National Rescue
At Sea Society, and was
at the helm of the Capi-
taine Danet, a bright
orange rescue boat. Dur-
ing rescue missions, Max
Peter or Daniel Magras is
usually in charge, but on
this sunny Saturday, the
SNSM was charged with
security for the Bucket

regatta, and alll around
the Capitaine Danet fabu-
lous sailboats surged by
in a nautical parade on
clear turquoise waters.

Magras has been presi-
dent of the SNSM in
Saint Barthélemy since
1986. When the rescue
station was created on the
island, his name immedi-
ately came to mind, as he
had 30 years experience
as an instructor at the
municipal sailing school.
It goes without saying
that Ingénu Magras loves
the sea. He is a born
sailor, which is one of the
things shared by all 17

volunteers for the Saint
Barth rescue station.
Many people do not real-
ize that the SNSM is a
non-profit organization,
made up of un-paid vol-
unteers. They all have
rescue training and most
also have a boating
license, at least for a
small sailboat. That is
true for Patrick Garret,
who along with Colbert
Brin, are new members
of the team. Born on the
Côte d’Azur, Garret
came to Saint Barth after
living in Brittany, close
to the sea, and he is a
businessman when not
out on the water. But he
is available 24/7. If the
CROSS Antilles Guiana,

which coordinates rescue
missions from Mar-
tinique, needs help, the
"captains" of the SNSM
in Saint Barth get a
phone call. They then
need to quickly assemble
a crew, be it night or day.
"I answer just about
every time, that is why I
am frequently called,"
notes Garret. "The crew
is called according to
their schedule, their job,

their kids... But we
always manage to get a
crew. That is why we are
there, as volunteers," he
adds. Then the crew
meets at the boat. "Gen-
erally the captain is there
first." Once the Bucket
race was over, the VHF
crackled with an SOS on
channel 16 from a boat
stuck on the coral reef in
Saint Jean, in the vicinity
of thae Eden Rock. The
SNSM rescue boat was
sent there by the
CROSS. In spite of tak-
ing on water, the boat in
trouble is freed from the
reef and accompanied to
the dock in Public. Since
the beginning of the year,
the SNSM has intervened

seven times, with a total
of 17 calls last year, for
missions within the zone
of 20 miles around the
island for which it is
responsible. "Sometimes
even farther," indicates
Magras. Some of the
instances are much more
serious than others. But
from experience, Garret
observes: "Generally
speaking, people are very
happy when we arrive."

Rescue At Sea Volonteers

The SNSM of Saint Barthélemy
was part of the security squad

for the la Bucket.

The SNSM  
rescue boat 
towed it 
to safety.
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As many of you are already
aware, I am distressed

about the alarming decline in the
bird population on this island. Ben
and I have been coming here to our
favorite winter getaway in Febru-
ary/March for the past 22 years.
Since Ben retired in 2004, we have
been very fortunate to spend a
month each year in a St. Barthele-
my villa that overlooks St. Jean
Beach and the St. Jean pond. I have
spent hundreds of hours observing
and photographing birds on this
island.
There are many ways to approach
the assessment of our environment
- through water quality, air quality,
plant life, birds, etc. While I am a
nature-lover in general, I have spent
a good part of my life as a bird-
watcher and bird conservationist.
We all know that the elements of
our environment are connected,
each one a part of the big picture. If
we ignore the distress signals, some
of which are irreversible, we
humans will be very negatively
impacted.
I am attaching a document that
illustrates my observations of the
decline in birdlife on St. Barths. I
know it is hardly a scientific docu-
ment, but I hope it makes an impact
nonetheless. My friends Karl Ques-
tel, a ranger with Reserve Naturel,

and Gilles Leblond, ornithologist
from Guadeloupe, would be better
qualified to speak to the scientific
evidence of the decline in birdlife.
And Deborah Brosnan, a highly-
regarded marine biologist who lives
here part of the year, is aware of the
scientific evidence of the decline in
seabirds. I do know that three
species found on or near St.
Barthelemy are of particular con-
servation concern internationally.
Those are the Brown Booby, the
Brown Noddy, and the Least Tern.
I have been unable to observe the
Least Tern population because they
are here during a time of the year
that we are not. We are happy to
see the signs placed at the Saline
salt ponds to protect the nesting

terns April - September.
It should be of great concern that
while the development continues
(roads, villas, businesses, etc.)
and more tourists are drawn to St.
Barths, the water quality of the
ponds cannot support life. At
least until very recently, a large
hotel on St. Jean Beach was pip-
ing solid human waste into l'E-
tang de St.-Jean. Other business-
es around the pond have con-
tributed to its pollution.
It has been the talk of many visitors
to this island that its president
seems to have little regard for seri-
ous environmental issues. Vanity
Fair quoted him as having said
those who like the little birds and
flowers should move to the Ama-
zon. . .  Obviously, President
Magras has been doing many
things right over the last 30 (or so)
years. Why else would we all find
it to be such a fantastic place to live
or visit . . . "l'Isle Par Excellence."
But if the Collectivite doesn't act
more decisively on the environ-
mental issues, I fear the balance is
about to be tipped. That would be
very sad for us all and for future
generations.
Let's all do whatever we can to
communicate these concerns to the
people who can make a positive
difference!

Becky Field
RebeccaFieldPhotography.com

Birds of Saint-Barthélemy BY REBECCA S. FIELD
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Antoine Heckly: Exhibit of his 2012
St Barth Bucket photos, through
April 13, Passage de la Crémallière,
Gustavia

Wimco Villas has teamed
up with the charming

and elegant Wall House Restau-
rant in Gustavia. Wimco Villas
president Stiles Bennet must
have also enjoyed an evening or
two at Wall House, because he
has chosen this restaurant as the
site for the Agency’s weekly
cocktail receptions. As the press
release states:

“The cocktail receptions are the
perfect introduction to Execu-
tive Chef Teddy Le Roux’s
menu, which infuses classic
French cooking with favorite
Asian American cuisines.
Guests can sample some of the
restaurant’s signature dishes,
including Mahi-Mahi Ceviche,

with citrus fruit, mango and
vanilla and Roasted Duck Breast
with Lavender and Honey
served with a potato purée and a
mesclun salad. Guests can also
enjoy a selection of cocktails
and wines from the restaurant’s
wine cellar.”

Wimco Villa guests can also
expect executive treatment
when they dine at the Wall
House during their stay in St.
Barth’s. Managing Partner
Julien Tatin is pleased to present
each honored guest with a cool
and bubbly glass of Champagne
to begin the evening with style,
not only to say “Welcome to St.
Bart’s” but also as a “Thank
you” for choosing Wall House
and Wimco Villas!

Wimco and The Wall House Team Up Art Exhibitions



Live Music
� Every Day 
• Lunch with resident DJ
Maxx-C, Nikki Beach
• 'Beach Lunch, Pink Parrot
Bar, Residence DJ, La Plage
Restaurant
� Through April 7
- Live Music with TBA from
9pm to  midnight, Bete A
Z’Ailes, Gustavia
� Thursday, April 5
- Kiki & Alex from 7pm @ 
La Route Des  Boucaniers
- Happy Tasting: Wine tast-
ings and discovery to pique
your curiosity. 25€, Le
Bistroy, Saint Jean
- Live concert with  Nungan
& Papaguyo, 8pm@ Strand 
- Diner Cabaret with 
showgirls at Ti St-Barth
-  Soley, sunset music, La
 Banane 7 to 9pm, Lorient
� Friday, April 6
- Dinner Live music : Jazzy
Latin, Soul Music by
Gemma & Joe from7:30
Taino Restaurant, Christo-
pher Hotel
- Great flavors and am-
biance from Spain: Starting

at 6pm, Le Bistroy, St Jean
- Full moon party, Ti St
Barth, Pointe Milou
- Tanya Mitchell & Soley,
Funk / R&B / Soul
@ 7pm, La Route Des
 Boucaniers, Gustavia
- Sweet 'n' Soulful Sunset
Serenade with Christine
Gordon @ Carl Gustaf,
from 5:00 to 8pm
- Sunset & dinner music,
with Soley @ Do Brazil
- Live Music, Full Moon
with DJ Milton Chuquer  &
DJ Yo-One Sutter, La Plage
� Saturday, April 7
- Save The French Beret:
Party ambiance at Le
Bistroy, Saint Jean
- Lunch with Robb, 1:00pm,
Christopher Hotel
- Kiki & Alex from 7pm @ 
La Route Des  Boucaniers
- Soley, the best of  flamenco
to acoustic@ 6pm, 
Bar de L’Oubli, Gustavia
- Crazy Week End at 
Ti St Barth, Pointe Milou
- Beach Lunch with DJ Yo-
One Sutter, La Plage 
� Sunday, April 8
- Live Music: 6:30-9:30pm
Le Bistroy, Saint Jean
- Brunch with Robb 11am,
@ Toiny Hotel
- Nungan & Papaguyo,
8pm, at Isola, Gustavia
- Live concert with Soley &
Papaguyo, 8pm, Bonito
- Lunch Beach Party mixed
by DJ Yo-One Sutter, La
Plage Restaurant 
� Monday, April 9
- Quiz Night: A fun evening
to test your knowledge of
wine, Le Bistroy, Saint Jean.
- Night of music and Magic
from 7pm at Le Bar du 
Village, Saint Jean 
� Tuesday, April 10
- Live concert with Nungan
& Papaguyo, 8pm, Bonito 
- Soley, sunset & dinner
music, Do Brazil, Gustavia
- Sweet 'n' Soulful Sunset

Serenade from 5:30 to 8pm
@ Hotel Carl Gustaf 
- Diner Cabaret with
 showgirls at Ti St Barth
- Live Music with Sunny
Side Island, Acoustic Duo,
8pm, Ti Zouk K’fé
� Wednesday, April 11
-A Woman’s Guide to Wine:
Le Bistroy, Saint Jean
- Live Music with Dana
Jared at Christopher Hotel 
- Diner Cabaret with
 showgirls at Ti St Barth
- Live concert with Nungan
& Papaguyo, 8pm, La
Route des Boucaniers
- Gemma Genazzano &
Joey Scott, Sensual jazzy
Latin soul music, Do Brazil
- Soley, sunset & dinner
music, Ti Zouk K’fé
- Sweet 'n' Soulful Sunset
Serenade from 5:30 to 8pm
@ Hotel Carl Gustaf 

Let’s Party 
� Thursday, April 5
- Platinium Evening
@Yacht Club
� Friday, April 6
- Full Moon Party @ 
Yacht Club, Gustavia
� Monday, April 9
- Disco @ Yacht Club, 
� Wednesday, April 4
- «Laisse parlez les gens», at
Yacht Club

Art Exhibitions
� Through April 14,
- Michael Kagan,
«I am my Father’s Son»,
Space Sbh, Gustavia 
� Through April 5
- Gery Langlais at 
Les Artisans Gustavia
New sculpture by Dave
Stevenson at Les Artisans

TIME OUT

Michel and his staff are happy to welcome you 

to their pool-side restaurant for lunch & dinner.

Holiday special, in addition to our regular menu.  

Lobsters Fresh From The Tank
100 g for 6,50 euros 

Hôtel Baie des Anges • Flamands • 0590 27 63 61

Where to go dancing? See an art exhibit?  Listen to live music? 
Time Out keeps you up to date on local happenings. Let’s party ! Special Events

LES VOILES DE
ST BARTH 2012
Schedule :
� Thursday, April 5
Day Off
- 6pm: Activities in Race
Village: Sound and light
show on Quai General de
Gaulle
� Friday, April 6
- 11am: Racing Begins
- 6pm:Activities in Race
Village: Sound and light
show on Quai General de
Gaulle
� Saturday, April 7
- 11am: Racing Begins
- 6pm: Awards Ceremony
- 8pm: Gala Closing Party
for Les Voiles de St Barth
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� Classified ads
Real Estate
This charming two
bedroom villa located
high in Vitet, with a
community pool, offers
a beautiful ocean view.
It can generate good
yearly revenue. Contact 
St. Barth Properties
Sotheby’s International
Realty: 0590 29 75 05

This two bedroom villa
is situated on the
heights of Grand Cul-
de-Sac with a magnifi-
cent view over the

lagoon below. Very
attractive price. 
St. Barth Properties
Sotheby’s International
Realty: 0590 29 75 05

This three bedroom vil-
la is set in Vitet with a
beautiful ocean view. It
needs major renovating
and is being sold with a
permit to construct a 3
bedroom villa. Contact
St. Barth Properties
Sotheby’s International 
Realty: 0590 29 75 05
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Rescue At Sea 05 90 27 57 58/ 06 90 64 08 07 
Gendarmerie 05 90 27 11 70
Hospital 05 90 27 60 35
Fire dept. 18 / 05 90 27 66 13
Doctor on call 05 90 90 13 13
Pharmacy Airport  05 90 27 66 61

Gustavia 05 90 27 61 82
Saint Jean 05 90 29 02 12

Tourism office 05 90 27 87 27

Harbour 05 90 27 66 97

Boat company Voyager 05 90 87 10 68

Airlines companyWinair 05 90 27 61 01

SB Commuter 05 90 27 54 54

Air Caraïbes 05 90 27 71 90

American Airlines  005995452040

Taxis Gustavia 05 90 27 66 31

Saint-Jean 05 90 27 75 81

Town Hall 05 90 29 80 40

EDF (electricity company office) 05 90 29 80 81

Water system  05 90 27 60 33

Marine Reserve 06 90 31 70 73

� Emergency numbers

� Useful numbers

Stay in touch 
WHEREVER YOU ARE AT

www.stbarthweekly.com




